At the United Nations 1962 


13. The PRESIDENT: I call on the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Jordan in exercise 


of his right of reply. 


14. Mr. NASIR (Jordan): Let me, first of all, apologize for having to impose upon 
the Assembly yet another intervention in reply to some of the statements relating 
to the Palestine problem which were made here by the representative of Israel, 


Mrs. Golda Meir. 


15. The Palestine problem was born and continues to survive and flourish behind 
a thick smoke-screen of very clever and devious distortions and 
misrepresentations. Even the imperialistic Powers which played the decisive role 
in creating the problem had always to depend on distortions for argument and 
support. Obviously the problem cannot be solved unless this smoke-screen is 
lifted so that the real facts may be clearly discerned. It is, therefore, my purpose 
in this intervention to correct, | hope once for all, some of the misrepresentations 


which were made before you here a few days ago. 


16. Referring to the error in the Middle East mentioned by Arab spokesmen, Mrs. 
Meir asks: "Now, whatis the error in the Middle East that certain Arab 
spokesmen desire to see corrected? Is an independent Jewish State in that area 


an accident or an innovation? 


17. The answer to this question is both simple and clear. The creation of a Jewish 


State in the Middle East was nothing but a camouflaged imperialistic aggression. 
Hence it was an error, for is it not an error to uproot a people out of land and 
homes which they and their ancestors had been living in for centuries in order to 
establish therein, for invaders from all over the globe, a Jewish State, on the 
frivolous pretext that Jews had lived there for a very short period over 2,000 years 
ago? This is the error which Zionists and their supporters and fellow-travellers do 
not seem able to recognize or willing to admit. It is of course much more than an 
error. It is a grave injustice inflicted upon the innocent and peace-loving Arabs of 
Palestine who, as well as all other Arabs, have never in their history taken part in 
racial discrimination against the Jews or in their persecution or in their 


humiliation-matters so bitterly complained of by Mrs. Meir in her speech: 


"Massacres, hate, humiliation, discrimination-that was our lot." 


No atrocities were ever perpetrated on Jews by Arabs, but these Nazi-like acts 
have all been inflicted on Arabs by Jews as part of the injustice which we complain 


of, and to which | have referred. 


18. For the benefit of Members who joined the United Nations this year, permit 
me to describe very briefly the nature and extent of this injustice. Immediately 
after the First World War, the policy adopted under the British Mandate in Arab 
Palestine aimed at establishing in the country a Jewish State, disguised in its initial 
stages under the meaningless name of a "national home for the Jewish people". 
That this was contrary to the promises given by the victorious Allies to their Arab 
comrades in arms is a matter on which | need not dwell. It was in any case 


contrary to the fundamental human rights and to the wishes of the inhabitants of 


Palestine who consisted at that time of 650,000 Arabs, Moslems and Christians, 
and approximately 56,000 Jews, most of them Arab Jews. The percentage was 
thus 92 per cent Arabs and 8 per cent Jews. The Jews were then the owners of 


about 2 per cent of the total area of the country. 


19. When the resolution to partition Palestine was adopted by the United Nations 
in 1947, the Jewish population had risen, mainly through immigration, which was 
forced on the Arabs, to about 650,000, while the Arab population had increased 
by natural growth to about 1,350,000. Thus at the time of the resolution the 
Arabs constituted more than two-thirds of the population, while the Jews 
constituted only less than one-third. Jewish land ownership had by then increased 
to 5 1/2 per cent of the total area. Regardless of these facts, however, the 
partition resolution gave the Jewish State more than 56 per cent of the total area, 
that is to say, more than ten times what the Jews owned in land property, 


whereas the Arab State was only given less than 44 per cent. 


20. The figures speak for themselves, and no special intelligence is needed to 
realize the glaring injustice of partition, which was adopted by the United Nations 
in spite of the vehement protests of the Palestine Arabs, supported by all Arabs 
and by many other nations as well. The political pressures which were then used 


to secure the adoption of the resolution are well known. 


21. No sane human being could therefore have accepted such an unjust 
resolution; and when the Arabs of Palestine resisted it, the Jews felt entitled to 


aggravate the injustice by taking more of the Arab properties. The result of it all 


was that the Jews OC cupied about four-fifths of the country, and one million 
innocent Arabs were expelled from their homes and their country and became 


refugees. 


22. Compare this situation with the initial conditions in 1917, when the Jews 
constituted 8 per cent of the population and owned 2 per cent of the land. Such is 
the injustice which has been inflicted upon the Arabs of Palestine by force of 
arms, and such is the error which Zionists and their supporters refuse to admit. 
23. But this is only the physical aspect of the injustice. To it must be added the 
psychological effects of the loss of security and dignity, of the demoralization 
caused by ever-increasing unemployment, of the bitterness engendered in the 
hearts of innocent people because they were punished for the crimes committed 


against Jews by others in non-Arab lands. 


24. Let me mention at this point that before and during the First World War, and 
before the British mandate over Palestine, Arabs lived very happily with the Jews. 
They all spoke Arabic, and in fact they were considered for all purposes as Arabs. 
After all, we are brothers in humanity, and furthermore we both belong to the 
same Semitic race. Great sympathy was always shown towards Jews who were 
persecuted in other parts of the world, and whenever some of them came to 
Palestine, or to other Arab areas, they were given asylum, and were received with 
generous welcome and goodwill. Even as late as the Second World War, when the 
present ruler of Arab Morocco, which had then fallen under Nazi influence and 
domination, was asked to isolate Jews he very nobly and emphatically refused to 


do so, answering that all Moroccan citizens must continue to be treated alike. In 


spite of sucha magnanimous attitude and treatment however, Zionists, by false 
and persistent propaganda, eventually succeeded in deceiving many Jews and in 
persuading them to leave their places of birth, their real national homes, and go 


to Israel. We feel that these Jews may have already regretted their action. 


25. Itis these happy relations which always existed between Arabs and Jews that 
make the Jewish aggression on Arab Palestine a painful example of ingratitude 
and a sad tragedy in human relations. One is therefore bound to reflect: was the 
establishment of a Jewish state in Palestine a good thing for the world, and was it 


worth so much sacrifice in international peace and goodwill? 


26. Perhaps the saddest aspect of the tragedy, however, is that this very 
elementary but grave act of aggression and injustice is not recognized as such by 
an intelligent group of people like the Jews, who have good reason to be proud of 
their history, of their Bible, and of their ethics. Hence they ask the question: 
"What is the error?" This blindness to error and injustice is the root of the whole 
problem of Palestine. As long as such an attitude is maintained, as long as 
"wrong" is called "right", and as long as the rights and welfare of a million human 
beings are sacrificed for the political ends of others, no solution will be found to 
the Palestine problem, and no real peace can consequently be established in the 


Middle East. 


27. But Zionists are not satisfied with lack of recognition of aggression. On the 
contrary, they go further and claim that the Arabs were themselves the 


aggressors in Palestine. | quote from Mrs. Meir's statement: "The Arab aggression 


in Palestine against |srael and the United Nations is the one and only reason for 
the existence of the Arab refugee prob-lem. How untrue and sanctimonious this 
statement is. The real truth is that if Jews had not coveted Palestine, if they had 
not come to it against the wishes of its inhabitants under the protection of foreign 
bayonets, as stooges of imperialism, there would have been no refugee problem 


in Palestine at all. 


28. But are we really justified in linking Israel with imperialism? Let us examine 
the facts very briefly. First, Jews came into Palestine, after the First World War, 
under the protection of British military forces; secondly, the main argument 
which Zionist leaders used to convince the British Government to support actively 
the establishment of a Zionist State in Arab Palestine was that such a State could 
be used as a base for protecting the route to the Far East, an important artery in 
British communications. This became abundantly clear during the tripartite 
aggression on Egypt, in which the British, the French and Israel took part. The role 
played by Israel then was the one which had been set for it even before it had 
been born. Thirdly, Israelis not a self-supporting country, and lives mainly on alms 
and charity. At the same time Israel goes about lending huge sums of money to 
certain under-developed countries. Where does this money come from? Why is 
Israel chosen as an intermediary between those who provide the capital and 
those who need it? Can we not discern the hand of imperialism in disguise? Let 
those to whom Israel makes such offers be exceedingly careful, the more so when 


the offers appear to be generous. 


29. In view of all this, | feel it a duty to implore the new States which have just 


joined the United Nations to examine this serious problem carefully before they 
lend moral support to one side or the other. It appears absurd that anyone who 
has just gained victory over injustice, and has become free as a result of it, should 


support imperialistic injustice anywhere in the world. 


30. | will now proceed to other points made by Mrs. Meir. Referring to the Arab 
refugees she asks: "Why are they not absorbed as we absorbed our refugees; as 


we housed and employed the 240,000 Arabs that are in Israel today...?”" 


31. Could anything more misleading be said regarding the Arabs in Israel? Hearing 
the claims of Mrs. Meir one would imagine that Israel has been so generous and 
gracious as to house and give employment to these Arabs. The Arabs who are 
now in Israelarea section of the real owners of the country. They own lands, 
houses and other properties, most of which have been usurped to give housing 
and employment to Jewish immigrants from abroad. Thus the Arabs in Israel do 
not live because of the generosity and graciousness of Israel, but they live in spite 
of the persecution and ill-treatment which they receive at the hand of Israel. It 
may be of interest to this Assembly to be informed of some of the forms taken by 
that ill-treatment and persecution: first, expropriation of property in order to 
make room for additional Jewish immigrants; secondly, restriction of movement 
for the Arab individual; thirdly, compulsory sale to the Government of Arab crops 
at prices lower than those paid to Jewish cultivators; fourthly, enactment of 
nationality and land laws which deny the Arab citizen the same rights and 
privileges enjoyed by the Jewish citizen; fifthly, collection of taxes on land which 


the Arab community is not permitted to cultivate; and sixthly, terrorization of the 


Arabs by army raids and searches under false pretexts. 


32.1 do not wish to labour these points, but | suggest that an impartial 
commission of inquiry be appointed to examine the conditions under which Arabs 


in Israel are living. It is important for the world to know the real facts. 


33. Another point made by Mrs. Meir refers to the 500,000 Jews who came during 
the last twelve years from Iraq, Yemen, Egypt, Syria and other Arab lands. Let me, 
first of all, express serious doubts as to the correctness of the figure. Be that as it 
may, however, | would like to ask: was there any genuine reason for those Jews to 
leave the Arab countries? As | said before, Jews have always been well treated by 
Arabs. And the Jews who have not left their homes in Arab countries live happily 


there and continue to enjoy equal rights with all other citizens. 


34. From the facts, which are well known, | consider the indirect allegations 
regarding the state of Jewish immigrants from Arab countries to be completely 
unjustified. And I do not hesitate, therefore, to suggest that the commission to 
which | referred a minute ago should compare the conditions under which Jews 


live in Arab countries with those under which Arabs live in Israel. 


35.1 will now turn to the remarks concerning the seven Arab armies and the 
unpreparedness of the Jewish forces. | quote Mrs. Meir: "We had to meet the 
invading armies virtually unarmed..." [Ibid., para. 155.] Now the Jews won the 
war; we are therefore forced to conclude either that this statement is untrue or 


that a miracle must have happened which enabled a virtually unarmed group of 


people to defeat seven armies. | have here before me the text of a British 
Command Paper, No. 6873, of July 1946, about twenty months before the 
happenings under discussion. It gives what it calls conservative figures relating to 
the three Jewish illegal para-military organizations in Palestine-the Haganah, the 
Palmach and the Irgun Zvai Leumi. According to this statement, these 
organizations had under their command 67,000 wellarmed persons. Wecan 
therefore rest assured that the statement made by Mrs. Meir in this respect does 


not correspond with the facts, and that a miracle did not, therefore, happen. 


36. | come now to the claim which is always made by Israel, and which was 
mentioned by Mrs. Meir, to the effect that the Arabs left their homes voluntarily 
at the request of their leaders: "And then came the call by the Arab leaders to the 
Arab population in Israel to leave immediately..." [Ibid., para 156.] In order to 
explain to you the real reason why the Arabs left the country, | can do no better 
than quote the following passage from the book A Soldier with the Arabs by the 
British General John Bagot Glubb: 
"In December 1947, a senior British officer in the Arab Legion was one day 
visiting a British district commissioner in Palestine. A Jewish district officer 
employed under the district commissioner was also present. They were 
having drinks in the evening. The UNO partition plan had recently been 
published. The British officer asked the Jewish official whether the new 
Jewish State would not have many internal troubles, in view of the fact that 
the Arab inhabitants of the Jewish State would be equal in number to the 
Jews. 'Oh, no!' replied the Jewish officer. 'That will be fixed. A few 


calculated massacres will soon get rid of them!"" 


The calculated massacres were carried out, and the Arabs fled their homes. 


37. Let us now turn our attention to another one of those classical but fantastic 
Israeli claims which found its way into Mrs. Meir's statement: "And did the desert 
in Israel bloom as long as we were in exile? Did trees cover the Judean hills, were 
marshes drained? No-rocks, desert, marshes, malaria, trachoma-this is what 
characterized the country before we came back." [897th meeting, para. 154.] This 
is not the first time that we hear such wild claims. The tone even suggests that 
the desert did bloom 2,000 years ago when they were there, and stopped 
blooming only during the period of Jewish exile. How absurd! Here are the plain 
facts for any one who cares to verify them. Palestine was known as the land of 
milk and honey long before the Jews had any contact with it, and when the Jews 
first arrived there, they were astounded at the large-sized bunches of grapes 


which the country produced. All this we learn from the Jewish Bible. 


38. However, let us look into relatively recent history. Before the First World War, 
Palestinian Arabs lived mainly on the produce of their land-wheat, legumes, 
vegetables, olives, oranges, grapes and other fruits. The well-known Jaffa oranges 
are Arab oranges, not Jewish. The people worked hard for their living, but they 
were happy. You never heard of Palestinian Arabs going about asking for charity. 
The country was being developed gradually by its own inhabitants for their own 
benefit as fast as development was needed. The so-called Judaean hills-and | 
come from them-were covered with fruit trees, mainly olives and grapes, which 
were all planted by Arabs. Certain areas had not yet been developed. This was 


only natural. Such was the situation at the end of the First World War, and not as 


the Israelis would have you believe. 


39. Immediately after the war, Jewish immigrants began to come in, against the 
wishes of the Arabs, in accordance with the "Jewish national home" policy to 
which | have already referred. Naturally, with more people and more money it 
was possible to develop the country faster. But what was the result? The country 
stopped being self-supporting and has not been so since. Huge sums of money 
have been poured into Israel every year, and huge sums will have to continue to 
be poured in, simply because the whole operation is uneconomic and unnatural. 


Itneeds artificial feeding and artificial breathing as well. 


40. Regarding the trachoma aspect of the Israeliclaim, one cannot but be 
surprised indeed. Palestine had an eye clinic and hospital, established, maintained 
and run by the British Order of St. John, long before the Jews came in. No words 
of praise are sufficient for the work which this organization has been doing in 
Palestine. It gives its services to ali persons free of charge. That the Jews should 
claim credit for such noble work of a very old and noble organization is more than 


surprising. 


41. Let us, however, ask what is behind all these false claims of Israel relating to 
development. Do they seriously mean to convince us and the world that in order 
to develop Palestine there was no alternative but to create a Jewish State there, 
attended by cruel massacres, by the continuous suffering of a million people, by 
racial hatred, and by the loss of international peace and goodwill? Is it not like 


burning a house in order to find a penny? Or, conversely, do they mean to tell us 


that the object of the Jews in creating their State was to develop Palestine? As a 
child who studied the Bible, | was always taught that the Jews had a unique and 
noble role in history, to produce prophets and ethical principles. Is it not a great 
pity that they should now come down to the level of feeling proud and 
praiseworthy of their success in producing potatoes instead? What a decline in 


ideals, and a waste of ability and intelligence! 


42. | would like now to refer to one final point, namely, the call by Mrs. Meir to 
negotiate for peace: "Ever since the Arab aggression against Israel in 1948 we 
have called on our neighbours to negotiate in order to settle all problems at issue 
between us and to conclude a peace. So far they have refused to do so..." l 
regret to say that this statement is not true. In 1949, Arab and Israel delegates 
went to Lausanne. A certain agreement was reached and was signed by the 
parties concerned on 12 May 1949. This was the well-known Protocol of 
Lausanne. The following day, however, the Israel delegates withdrew their 
signatures. It was discovered later that in Lausanne they had been merely 
manoeuvering for admission to the United Nations. Everyone will undoubtedly 


realize the permanent psychological effect which such trickery must have had. 


43. Let me emphatically repeat what! said before, that unless there is a change in 
attitude, unless a wrong is called a wrong and unless there is open recognition of 
the aggression and the injustice, and unless there is undoubted willingness to 

remove the injustice inflicted on Palestine Arabs, there can be no hope of solving 


the Palestine problem or of establishing real peace in the Middle East. 


44. One of the most perturbing factors of the Palestine problem is the continuous 
extension of aggression on Arab rights which is being carried out mainly in three 
ways. The first is continuing Jewish immigration into Israel, in spite of the fact that 
Israelis not selfsupporting. This additional Jewish immigration is used as a pretext 
to block the return of Arab refugees to their properties and their homes, thus 
rendering the solution of the problem more difficult. The second is the 
expropriation of the properties of the Arabs, even those who are in Israel, as | 
mentioned before. The third is the plans and efforts to divert part of the waters of 
the Jordan river for the benefit of immigrants. My country, the Kingdom of 
Jordan, is badly in need of every drop of water in the Jordan River for its present 
and future inhabitants. Although these waters are not fully utilized at present, 
because of lack of funds, our very existence demands that they be fully used for 
our benefit in the future. We depend mainly on rain water, and for the last few 
years, our people have been short even of drinking water. Is it reasonable for us, 
therefore, to allow even a part of the waters of the River Jordan to be diverted for 
the benefit of newly arrived foreigners and strangers while our sons and 
daughters go thirsty for lack of water? This additional aggression will eventually 
exhaust the patience of the most peaceful human beings. 45. In conclusion, | feel 
it is a duty to call upon all sincere Jewish leaders of the world, not only those of 
Israel, and on all other world leaders as well to study the facts of the Palestine 
problem deeply and solemnly, realizing the great responsibility that falls upon 
them to co-operate in the recognition and removal of injustice, which is the only 
means of re-establishing peace in the land universally accepted as the land of 


peace. 


